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•• activities in which you excel,

•• past experiences and successes, and

•• interests or preferences.

Just as you determined your intelligences based on these external sources, Gardner (1993) 
believed that multiple intelligences exist in the context of a person’s interaction with objects 
and people in the environment, not as abstract entities in the person’s mind. For example, we 
observe intelligence as it is applied every day in authentic tasks—that is, tasks that reflect real-
life problems, roles, or situations, such as when an elementary school student solving word 
problems and a high school student designing and conducting a physics experiment show 
logical-mathematical intelligence.

Gardner’s theory has received much attention in K-12 education. Many schools have 
translated MI theory into practice (see Table 20.1), and some, such as the Key Community 
School in Indianapolis, have developed an entire curriculum using Gardner’s ideas. Keep in 
mind, though, that while Gardner’s theory is very appealing to educators, it lacks empirical 

TABLE 20.1	 Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences

INTELLIGENCE EXAMPLES
INSTRUCTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES

1.	 Linguistic writer, comedian, journalist, 
editor, professor

Write a poem, short story, or 
play about . . .

Create an interview of . . . 

2.	 Logical-Mathematical mathematician, scientist, 
computer programmer

Design and conduct an 
experiment on . . .

Describe the patterns in . . . 

3.	 Spatial interior decorator, architect, 
artist

Illustrate, draw, or sketch . . .

Create a slide show or piece 
of art about . . . 

4.	 Bodily-Kinesthetic actor, athlete, mime, dancer Build or construct a . . .

Use hands-on materials to 
demonstrate . . . 

5.	 Musical composer, director, 
performer, musical technician

Sing a song to explain . . .

Indicate rhythmical patterns 
in . . . 

6.	 Interpersonal pastor, counselor, teacher, 
manager, coach

Participate in a service project 
for . . .

Teach someone about . . . 

7.	 Intrapersonal religious leader, counselor, 
writer, philosopher

Write a journal entry on . . .

Assess your own work in . . . 

8.	 Naturalistic hunter, farmer, 
environmentalist

Create observation notebooks 
of . . .

Use observational tools 
(microscope, binoculars) to 
explore . . . 

SOURCES: Campbell, 1997; Johnson, 2000.

Authentic assessments: 
See Module 23
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